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SUFFERERS 


Town of Lewes, 


In the Cotnty of 


SUSSE %; 


On!y for their Peaceable Meetings, and Ex- 
erciſe of their Conſciences in the Worſhip of God) 
Chiefly carryed on Againſt them by William 
S448, Pricſt, and Surrogat to the Court cal- 


led , Court Chriftian , and James Clark 
Regiſter to the ſame Court. 


Pon the 5th day oft3e 8th Moneth, 1675. Wil- 
liam Saas Prieft, accompanied with two other 
ws Pricſts, and one. Robert Smutha Tayler went tog 
peaccable Meeting of the aforeſaid People, the ſaid Williams 
Sxat and Robert Smuhb being the Informer+, they took the 
Names of ſeveral that aſſembled, and went to Henry Shully 
called a Juſtice, and ſwore againk feveral perſons for being at 
the {aid Mecting at the houſe of Thowss Aoſely, which was 
utterly falſe, for it wasnot T, Aoſcly's houſe, and alſo againſt 
a Preacher, his Name unkgown, for which Thomas Moſely 
was fined 201; and the, Preacher 20 |. which Fine for the 
+. Preacker the Juſtice laid ay" Nicholas Beard of Rotteriden 


EY 101. 


(2) : | 
101. and for himſclf's s. and 31. more upon Tioinis Mofe- 
ly, and upon Aſary Akeghurſk Widdow 71. 5 s. and upon 
Ambreſe Galloway tor his Wife being there 5 5s, and upon E- 
lizabeth Shuter 5 $, and upon ſome other Perſons five ſhillings 
apiece, | 

Upen the :oth day of the Sth moneth, 1675, 7ames Clark, 


fecing he could make ſuch Profit to himſelf by being an In- 


former, he took up the Trade, with his Brother W:l/:za-m: Snat 
the Prieft, who went toa Meeting of the aforeſaid Pcople, 


.and brought with them - Ferdinando Bryant and Fohn Delves 


Conſtables of Lewes, who took ſeveral Perſons Names, and 
went to Richard Bridger Juſtice, where the ſaid Fam: s Cla' h, 
William Sat and Walter Jens gave Information of a Mect- 
ing in the Houſe of Mary Gatoway (mark, it wasin the fame 


;Houſe which Pricſt (ya: ſwore but five. dayes before to be the 
Houſe of Themas Meſely, ans now ſwears it to'be the Houſe 
. of Mary Gabeway, although there was no alteration concer- 


ring the ſaid Houſe) -for which Tho. Meoſely was fincd 9g 1, 15 s. 
and 4mbroſe Galloway fined g1. 10s, and for himſelf and. 


Wife 15 s. and Mery Akgburſft 25 5, and Samuel Baker 61. 
135. 4d. and Steven EagerGl. 13S. 4d andſcveral otter 


Perſons for being at the ſaid Meeting were fined 5 s. apiece, 
which ſaid fines 7. Clark Informer levied himfelf, that he might 
the better feather his Neſt, for 11. 5s. demanced of 4b. 
Galloway of Lewes be took Goods to the value of 14 |, 15s. 


and from 7 homes Moſely for 9) i5 5. demanded,” he took 
'Goods to the vale of 12 L ['s) » 8d. the 20 L for the Houſe 
impofed for the firſt Meeting being not then levied ; and from 


Mary Akthur ft, a Widdow, that hath fave Children, for two 


fines, being both $1. 10s, took Goods to the value of 26 1. 


38s. 16d. and from Ekzabeth Shater Widdow he took two 


Looking-glafies for 5 s. demanded; from Samue!' Baker, a 


Blackſmit'' ar Newhaven, for 61, 18s. 4d. fine, was tak 


Upon the 1 qth day of the 5th Moneth, 1675. fome 


half a Tunof Iron which coſt 7 1. odd moncy, | 
the aforeſaid People being met together at the fame Hou'c as 


aforeſa.d, intheir uſual manner in Lexers,” came James Clark, 
Wiſiam 


) 


William Sgt and William Parſer Informers, with the afore* 
ſaid Conſtables, and a Lieutenant, and an Erſigne; and two 
Sarjceants belonging to the Militia, and alfo a great number of 
rude People of the baſet ſorr, who with great Violence dragg'd 
them out of the Meeting-»ovſe. abuſing many, drawing 
them in the Streets, kicking, bruiſing and beating- many, and 
from ſome there was Blood drawn, and chiefly by the Hands 
of Fame Clark aforeſaid, whole Beaft-like behaviour cauſed 
many of the SpeRtators to cry Shame of -him; this beirg 
done, the aforeſaid Informers went to N:ſal Rivers Juſtice, 
& gave [aformation againſt ſeveral thar were there aſſembled ; 
and the (aid Juſtice impoſed by kis Warrant theſe Fines fol- 
lowing 3; upon 7ohn Songburſt for preaching 201, upon the 
Houſe '29 |. to be levied as followeth; upon Ambroſe 
Gaft.way for the Houſe 41. and for him'clf ard other Per- 
ſons 21. 5's. all beirg 61. 55. for the which Fam: ( 1ak 
took Goods from the iaid Ambroſe to the value of Bl, 75, 
it being chiefly Linnen Cloth, nev-r meaturing+ any, the (aid 
Ambroſe not being at home when he this rifled his Shop, bur 
afterwards got leave from the Man of th: Houſe where the 
Goods were lodged, to meaſure ſo much as he ſhewed him, 
the value of which is above expreſſed, never returning any 
thing again, Thomas Moſely being fined 2 1. which James 
Clsrk demanded, with 3 1. more for a former Fine, the whole 
being 5 1. he,took Goods to the value of 12 1. 5 s. Fohn 
Ellu being fined 4 |. the faid C{ark took Goods to the value 
of 71. 8s. Thomas Bud, a poor Shepherd, being fined 2y s. 
the aforeſaid Clark, forced into his Houſe, he being not at 
home, and took away nine pieces of Pewter, ten Cheeſes, a 
Portageepot, a Skillat, a Frying-pan, a Bucket, with ſome 
dther things, his Bed very hardly eſcaping, he wanting the 
Tick to carry away the Pillagein, but c(pying a Sack, took 
that,and the Bed eſcaped his hands. From Te, Robaſon,a Felt» 
maker, being fined 20s. the ſaid Clark took cight Hats, Mary 
Aktharſt fined 108, Clark took: Goods to the value of 185. 
Jaihall Hehe gn , s. [mark] the ſaid Clark with- 
out any Officer «with tim (thar be might the better cover tis - 
arts" A232 Cruelty) 


# 


( 


| 4 | | 
| Cruelty) took four Roles of Linnen Cloth, without meaſu- 


ring any, and refuſed to let them ſee it meaſured, Srev.# 
Aanard and his Brother Nicholas 44anard were fined 5 s. a- 
piece, for the which was Goods taken to the value of 24 s, 
Henry Geats fora fine of 5 5, had taken from him a-great 

Braſs Kettle, Richard and Fohn Scraſe fined 50 s. apiece ; 
Edward Paine 20s, Samuel Web2oOs, Thomas Banks 205, 
theſe laſt Fines being not yet levied, and alſo ſeveral other 
Perſons bcing fined, of which we can giveno Account, becauſe 
Clark doth refuſe to let us have a Copy of the Warrant, 

Upon the 24th day of the aforeſaid 8th moneth, ſome of 
the atoreſaid People being peaceably met tegether, came 
ja, Clark, 4'll. Snat and Pikiam Purſer Informers, accom: 
panyed with the Conſtables and about twelve Sojdiers in Arms 
' wich their Officer as aforeſaid belonging to the Militia, with. 
out any Regard to their Sabbath-Day, they drew Friends out 
of the Mecting-houſe, abuſing many: with Blows and cruel 
punches, and jet a Guard at the Houſe door to keep them 
out; then the aforeſaid Clark deminded of Mary Goll:waya 
fine of 5 8. for the which he took ſcventeen new [Deal Formes, 
that coſt near 3 | which Forms were not the Geods of Mar 
Galloway, and loaded away ſome of the Soldiers with theſe 
Forms, to carty them along the Town whither he 11 direct, 
and when many of the People and Conftables were gone, the 
ſ:id C/a;k commanded one of the. Soldiers to break open the 
Door of the Houle, that he might uſe his Will, there being 
- None but two Maids in the Houle - thus did they continue for 
the ſpace-of four Weeks with Guards of Soldiers, to keep 


out the Mceting from their own Houſe, in the Street, in the 


Winter Seaſon : Alſo the ſaid Clark did upon one of the Firſt 
Dayes afore.mentioned, demand another Fine of 5 5, of A4- 
ry Galloway, for te which ke touk a new S:ttle and five Deal 
Boards, worth 20s. which were not. the Goods, of , ary 
Galloway, | | 

 Uponlnformation given on Oath by Thomas Lever Pricft, 
Michael Harmer Smith, and CGearge..,) hepherd Taylor, Infor- 
mers, Ofthe 5th day.of the 9th Moncth, 1676. to S«ckvil 


Graves 
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| Graves, called. Juſtice ; that ſeveral perſons whom theſe In- 


formers named, were at a Mecting, at tre Houle of Williar - 
Yokehur ſt inthe pariſh of #7: /tfurle ncar Lewes in Sufſ. x, upon + 
the 23thday of the Moneth called 7aly, for which the {aid 
Juſtice fined Clement 1 5.k, ef for preaching at tie laid Meet- 
ing 4C |. and #5tiam Tokeburft for ſuffering the Mecting in. 
his Houſe 2oT, and he fined thirty one Perſons, as being pre- 
ſert hezrers, ſome 10s, and ſome 5 s. apiece; and to be le- 
vied as fo!'oweth, by reaſon of the poverty of ſome, as ex- 
preſſed in the Warrant, vpon Ambroſe Galloway 101, 1058, 
and upon Mary Akeburſt 101. upon John Ell 10 |, npon 
Themas WVeetkes 9), 10s, and on Fohn Abrook 91. 1059, and. 


on .Fobn _ 81. 10s, and upon Wiliam Yokeburſt 50 5. 


and upon Maskall Picknell 5\.and upon Samuel Baker 45 s:and 
upon Richard Hudſon 5 5. and for the poverty of Ten other 
Perſons 5 5. apiece all to be levied upon Ks:hard Hudſon, the 
whole fine being 21. 15 5. for which fige the Conſtable and 
ſome other Officers took. from Richard Hudſona Cow and 
Calfe worth 41. 5 s.. Kichard Huaſ n knowing that the afore- 
faid 'nformirs had >worn fallly, and ſeveral perſons that were 


- Haid updn him were not there, brought his appcal and proſe. 


cuted it at the Seſſions, where, and before the Court, it did ap- 


' pear that theſe Inform:rs had >worn falſly, four perfons in the 


number of Ten, for the which Richard Hudſon had 205, re- 
ture him bick again by the S' eriff.zor the four perſons they 
had (worn fally againſt, One of the four they ſwore to be preſe x 
ar the Meeting, was dad fix Tears bofore, , The, aforeſaid Ap- 
pe-l ng oped Ietore, levcn Juſtices -of the Peacen open 
Court; ?yet never a one cid give any Reproofto thele ſalſe In- 


- 


formersfor theſe their falſe Oaths. -. 


For 4 Meeting at Lewes the 12th dav of the 5th, moneth, 16. 


- 


ſevers} oF the aforeſaid Peop'e were fined by #»/h1am Spence 
Jufice;upofi'ttel formation of 4'al:er Jones and: William Par > 


fer#nformers, for two Preachers 401. and,for iſeveral Perſons 


as Hearers, 5 $..apicce, to be levied as followet,;;Upon Am- 


broſt Galloway 101, 5's. upgn F:hn» Ells;190h, 55. vpon 
 Thowas Moſtly 10], 5's. and upon. Henry Sexaſe, zOl. $5. 
50 


and pon ſome other Perions 5 5, upicce, 


(6) 
$9 that the total of tve Fines that have beers impoſed vpon 
the aforeſaid People for their peaceable Meetings in the Wor: 
ſhipof God, from the 5th day of the 8th moneth, 1675. to 
the 12th day of the 7th moneth, 1676. doth amount to 2521. 
15s. beſides the Unreafonable Havock the aforeſaid Clark 
hath made upon Goods, a+ befor: relate.|. "Is 
The 29th of the gth Moncth, +676. Edward Howel of Wil- 
lington Conſtable, accompanied with Richard Whitsn » S4- 
mucl Adunger, fohn Bt and Robert Garet of Weſtfurle, did 
take a Mare worttr81 out of the Stable of Mahal Picknel of 
Willingron fora Fincofg 1. 15 5. impoſed on the ſaid AMaskat 
i for beitg at a Meeting at Weſtfurl, rhe 2 3d of the grh Moneth 
1676, by Safckyil Graves called Juſtice; 20s. of the ſaid 
' Fine being impoſel on him for tyo others, to wit, Thomas 
Banks 'and Sibble Pain of Brſhopton, although the aid S:bble 
F#in was not at the Meeting, | 
Upon the- 26th Day of the 10th Moneth, 1676, George Ty 
vni Thomas T urls Conſtables ofthe Town of Lewes, and Fames 
can © eng for the p or, and Edward Stradwick, Steeple® 
houſe Warden, came witha Warrant Wy, otth by William 
| Spence Juſtice, upon an laformation of fer loner and Wills. 
am Purſer Informers, that Ambroſe Galloway Was at a Meet. - 
* ing or Conventicle in Lewes, where were two Preachers, thcit 
Names unktiewn, therefore the (aid Juſtice did yipoſe upon 
Ambroſe Galloway for the Preacher, 101, and for himſelf, g s, 
: Upon the Day aforcfaid, the Officers aforefaid tame into the 
Shop that had becn the Shop of Ambroſe Galleway,. but theg 
4in the Tenure and Occupation of * A»broſe Galloway the Son 
of Ambroſe Galloway, who was not atthe Meeting, ascharp- 
-ed; forthe which Fine the Officers broke open the Counter 
and a Preſs in the Shop of the ſaid 4mbroſe, and. took away 


Mens Coats and Breeches, and Childrens Coats, aud. other 


Goods to the Value of 20 1. 55.119, the ſaid Ambroſe hei 
by Trade aSaleſingn. | Anbrafe keing 


The Witneſſes Names that ſaw T honias Moſely's firſt Parce! 
of Goods diftrained, which' was dohe the 28th of the. 8th 
Mon. '75. arc, ' George Shelronnd Thhemas Walliar. 


Ws 
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. The Names ef thoſe which {aw the ſecond Parcel diſtrained : 

| from Thomas Meſely, which was done the 1 of the. 2& 

moneth, 76. are, | 
Aary F ord, Bin 141mm Melcly and Atary C allaway. 


About the gth Moneth, 75. Ambroſe Galloway of Lewes 
was Cited to the Biſhops Court, held in Lewes, toappear three- 
dayes after citation ; Amb, Galloway did appear accordingly at 
the Time and Place, and there was no Court held that gay; 
ſometime after this Court decrced Excommunication againſt 
the ſaid Ambroſe, never ſending him any other, whereby he 
might certainly know when there was 7 Court kept, that te. 
might make his juſt Defence, but forth»-with denounceth him 
Excommunicated, and about the 26th day of- the gth moneth, 
76. the aforefaid Biſhop {endeth forth a Capiendo to carry the . 
ſais Ambroſe Galtowayrto Prifor-forg Contempt. 
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Tx things are printed to let our Neighbours and Country 
." next ſee how we have our Houſes and Shops plundred, and 
our Goods torn from ws by the dands of malicious Informers who 
ſerve themſelves upen our Goods , ard colour it over with a Pre- 
rence of Law, ſothar they have taken (as you may ſee before ex» 
preſſed) double and treble, ang ſorntimes ſix or ſeven rimes the 
value of the Fines impoſed: Ard for evidence th t @ fine # 1ms 
poſed, ſome of us have nothirg but the Word of an Inf mer ro 
prove it # ſe, they Refuſing ro let us ſee the Warrant, or let ts 
have a Copy of it, leavying the fines (they ſay wire impoſed) 
fſometrmes fix menethi, or eight moneths after Conviftion, if 
there wire any ſuch Convittion as they pretend; theſe Informers 
knowing the late 4 __y no Appeal except the [um charg. 
ed, excecd ren Shillings ; ſo that thercby they takg aduvamage 
$0 ſwear againſt many Per ſons that were not at theſe Mecrmngs, 
knowing that this late AtF yields 3146 Relief 1nſucha caſe; ſo 
that they take Goeds what they pleaſe, ard to what value they 
pleaſe, and ſell it for what they pleaſe; And keep what they 


_ pleaſe for themſelves; and ſy, they can take more _ 
ney 


(8) | 

of akeng no Apprasſs ment or fiving any Account to 

rt erCountry,/o that we knew notwhen thu Law # ſas 
0 we leave our Cauſe to all Tuaicionus Men to judge, 

free-born SubjcAs of this Nation ought to be thus 

ſp>yled or deſtroyed in their Goods and Eſtates, and not te 
know when they are convicted, nor wherefore, but as we re-_ 
ceive-it from the mouths of ourExeCutioners.T þxs are they that 

depart from Evil made a prey upon, &c. //aiah 59g. 15. But 
they. that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their Strengta, &c, 
Ijaiah 40.31. | 
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